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WHERE IT ALL BEGAN- THE STAIRCASE: 
 

 
When I was 10 my mom and dad bought a very rustic cottage.  In order to get to the front 
door we had to drive down a steep hill, unload our van full of food and other items, and then 
drive the van back up to the top of the bank behind the cottage.  When it was time to go 
home, we would repeat the process in reverse.  The other option, not for the faint of heart, 
was to slide down the bank behind the cottage through a myriad of bushes and underbrush 
to the back door!  This unloading strategy worked well enough unless there had been a heavy 
rain, creating a mud slide down the hill.  But when the neighboring cottage was sold, this 
access was soon to be a thing of the past.  
 
This cottage was in northern Saskatchewan and there were plenty of beautiful, large flat rocks 
to be found all around the lake.   My mom had a vision to create a ‘staircase' in the bank 
behind our cottage leading to our back door using these fabulous large flat rocks.  She had 
the vision but wasn’t capable of doing the work, due to various joint ailments and other 
limitations.  I very quickly understood the vision that my mom shared with me, and saw the 
end result in my mind’s eye too.  The only difference was that I knew how I would do it, and 
I was capable of doing it.  So at the age of 10, one week at the cottage,  I took it upon myself 
to make this ‘staircase’ -  for 2 days, with shovel, pruning shears and bare hands, I cut back 
the bushes, planned out a path and dug into the bank step by step.  I carefully fit each rock 
into place to create a flat and stable stair.  From that time on and to this day, for over 30 
years, my family has been using those stairs (with some maintenance from time to time!) 
 
I believe that the ‘staircase’ was my first project as a reality builder.  All of my career I have 
had the opportunity to work with visionaries and innately know how to make the vision a 
reality.  It has been my pleasure and joy to do so, and is in fact my passion.   
 
Now as a consultant, I have the opportunity to hear my customers’ vision, for their  project, 
product or business and to identify the steps to execution.  BESPOKE Business Solutions was 
built on the insight that a unique path is needed to fulfill each vision.  My aim is to build tailor-
made solutions for my clients in order to bring them from where they are to where they want 
to be. 


